PHILOSOPHICAL  BASIS  OF  TOLERATION"

If God is there in every man, then everyone has got to
be liberal as a matter of course. This is the real basis of the
philosophy of toleration.
In India the Vedic, Pre-Vedic, Aryan and Pre-Aryan
religions and cultures have all flourished side by side in an
atmosphere of mutual friendship. In a garden there are
flowers of various colours and fragrance but they all combine
together to make the garden a perfect oae. Hence the
religion of India has not been associated with the name of
any great man as founder.
Christianity is the religion propounded by Christ,
Muhammadanism that by Muhammad, but the religion of
India (Hind) is simply known by the name of Hindu, i.e.,
Indian. It would be wrong to associate it with a particular
man or sect. The offerings made by numerous people at
the altar of India's spiritual aspirations have all helped the
development of a religion known as Hindu or Indian.
In the course of time numerous cultures have come to
be incorporated into the Indian religion. Hence the catholic
attitude of India. All religions found a peaceful haven in
India. There was no need to come as conquerors. The
newcomers found ample opportunities to follow their own
culture and religion without interference from others. Even
as early as the ist century A.D. the Syrian Christians came
to Southern India where they were welcomed by the King
from whom they received land as free gifts. The Parsees
driven away from their own homes were warmly received in
Gujerat and settled down there. Muslim devotees ( ^ST^s )
came to India long before the Muslims came as conquerors.
During the times of Tejpal and jJastupal, Anupama Devi of
Gujerat established as many as eighty Musjids for the
Muhammadans. These were not meant for the conquering
Muslim hordes.
Trouble arose with the conquering Muslims. The Hindu
and Muslim theologians carried on endless controversies which
can never lead to real unity. The task of bringing about a
fusion of the two religions was taken up by Kabir and other
devotees. They were illiterate simple persons free from all
jfcraditional prejudices. Kabir set his hands to a task in which